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Edgewood College School of Oriental Medicine

           Core Syllabus

M217 Basic Counseling & Communication Skill

(old curriculum only)

Class Length: 15-0-1       

Trimester:  Fall 2006
Prerequisites:  None
Requirements for Passing the Class:  90% attendance, participation in class discussions, completion of all assignments, and a minimum course grade of 70%.

Purpose: To familiarize students with the basic communication and counseling skills needed to successfully complete their responsibilities of patient care in the clinical setting.

Objectives: In this course students will be able to discuss and develop 

· professional conduct and appropriate interpersonal behavior

· the proper communication regarding the nature of the illness and how to present the treatment plan to the patient with any appropriate referrals

· basic communication skills for dealing with emotional issues 

· knowledge of differences of common cultures in a clinical setting

· legal and ethical implications associated with running a practice in oriental medicine.

Meeting Day, Time, and Classroom: See Class syllabus

Instructor: See Class syllabus

Instructor Contact information: See Class syllabus

Methods of Instruction: Lecture/Discussion. 

Readings: 

Textbooks:  Messages:  The Communication Skills Book, 2nd Ed.  McKay, Davis, Fanning

Recommended Readings: Ethics Of Psvchiatrv. edited by Rem B. Edwards; Zen And The Brain. James H. Austin; Analvzing General Practitioners' Referral Decisions. Bailey J. King; The Doctor, His Patient and The Illness. Balint, M. The Healer's Art. Cassell, E.J.

Materials/Equipment:  Pens, pencils, notebook, paper, required texts.

Grading System:  
A grade of "C" (2.0) or higher must be earned in each academic course, an overall grade point average of "C" (2.0) must be maintained in all academic course work, and a Pass grade must be earned in all Pass/Fail courses.  A stu​dent receiving a grade below "C" is responsible for retaking the course in the following trimester, or the next time the course is offered, at normal tuition rates.  (See the Student Handbook for the complete grading system)

Numerical Grade
Letter Grade

Grade Points

90-100


A


4.0

80-89   


B


3.0

70-79


C


2.0

below 70  

F


0.0




WF


0.0

Make-up Examination Rules

Make-up of a missed examination is subject to approval by the faculty member involved and the Director of Academics.  Make-up examination fees are applicable based on Edgewood’s Fee Schedule.   Faculty members are under no obligation to excuse a student from an examination and may assign a failing grade to one that is missed.  (see the Student Handbook for the extended policy)

Course Requirements (exams, papers, projects, etc.):   See Class syllabus

Course Outline for M683 Basic Counseling & Communication Skill

1. Common communication skills:

a. Listening

b. Counseling

c. Explaining

d. Teaching 

2. Trust and confidentiality

3. Methods for working with patients in a variety of clinical situations 

4. How to talk with patients who are expressing mental and emotional distress, various disease conditions

5. Informed Consent, difficult clients, family considerations and coping with family members 

6. Record keeping, legal requirements, release of data, and selling what is prescribed

7. Treatment of relatives and friends

8. Ethical and boundary considerations

9. Sexual ethics in treatment relationships

10. Counseling and integration of other therapeutic modalities and ability to make appropriate referral

